Isaiah 1 - Bible Study

For Starters
- Doyoufind the bible’s frequent description of human nature offensive?

What would you say to a friend who said, “I don’t like that the bible says we
are sinful”?

Read Isaiah 1:1-4, 21-23

1. What stands out about how God describes his people?

2. What best captures the heart of sin?
o Failing God’s standards
o Disobeying and breaking rules
o Doingimmoral actions
o Rejecting a person

3. Is Sin mainly moral failure or relational betrayal? What is the relationship

between these?

(a) Why do you think people respond differently to sin?

o Some feel constant guilt

o Some only feel it with ‘big’ sins

o Othersrarely feel guilt, even when they know they’ve done wrong or are
being slack

(b) What might shape those differences? What’s your story in this area? (If
you’re comfortable sharing).

Read 1:11-14

5. Why does God react so strongly to their worship?

6. How can people be active in religion but distant from God? What needs to
take place in our hearts/lives for this to occur?

7. What are some warning signs that you are ‘going through the motions’?

8. How can we help each other to recognise and avoid this?




Read 1:7-9
9. Why should God judge sin? What other alternatives are there for him, and
what would they say about his character?

Read 1:18, 25-26
10. What hope is there for God’s wayward and unclean people?

11.Why is God’s mercy shocking?

12. Many of us know the gospel so well that it no longer surprises or shocks us.
Read the following scriptures and ask, ‘What should shock or amaze us
here?’

o Heb10:21-22 Since we have a great priest over the house of God, #?let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that
faith brings ,having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

o 1Jn1:7 The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

o Eph1:71n him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God'’s grace

o Rev1:5 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood

13. Do you think practices like confession (e.g. weekly in church) are
important? Why or why not?

14. What helps keep grace from becoming ‘normal’ instead of astonishing?
How does this help us to delight in the Lord so we don’t just go through the
motions?

Pray together

P.s.

Are you reading along with our daily Isaiah blog?

Go to the main page of our website, scroll down to the ‘Isaiah Reading Plan’ on the
right and sign up www.standrews.net.au



http://www.standrews.net.au/

Isaiah 6 - Bible Study

For Starters
- Have you ever had an overwhelming experience of something that left you
feeling very small or unworthy?

Read Isaiah 6:1-5

1. How is this different to how people commonly think about God?

2. Why does seeing God clearly lead Isaiah to seeing himself clearly?

God is holy! (Ex15:11, Lev11:44, Ps 99:9, Rev 4:8). This means he is utterly
unique in terms of his purity and power. He is set apart from all other things due
to the totality of his perfections. He is holy because he is perfectin love,
justice, wisdom, power etc. This should lead to a deep sense of reverent awe
and profound inadequacy! Hab 1:12-13 My God, my Holy One ... Your eyes are
too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.

3. How do we often minimise our sin before God? What might this say about
how we view God?

Read Isaiah 6:6-8

4. What enables Isaiah to stand clean and ready for service? How do people
often seek to atone for their sin/guilt?

5. Inwhatway is Isaiah 6 hinting at the problem and solution for God’s people?

e |saiah 53:5-6, 10,12
e John1:29

e 1John2:2

Read Luke 5:1-11
6. What did Peter encounter to react in such a way? What is Jesus’ response?



7. lsaiah seems ready and glad to engage in service. What is the relationship
between atonement and service?

e Hebrews9:14
e Romans 12:1-2

e 2 Peter1:5-9

8. “Asmall God produces a small Christian life”. Do you agree? How can we
increase our vision of God?

9. The Christian life follows this pattern from Isaiah 6:
e We see Jesus the King.
e We confess our sin.
e He cleanses us by his atoning death.
e And he sends us to serve him.

Which part of this pattern do you most need to grow in right now, and what

would it look like this week to act on it?

e Seeingthe King: (Making space to grasp God’s greatness. E.g. time in
deep reflection of scripture & prayer)

e Confessing sin: (Being honest with God, and maybe someone else you
trust)

e Receiving cleansing: (Trusting again in Jesus finished work)

e Being sent: (Taking a concrete action step of obedience/courage at
home, work, church, or with a friend).

10. After seeing God’s holiness and receiving his gracious atonement, Isaiah
said, “Here am |, send me”. What might God be sending you into this week,
and how will you respond in practice?

Suggested prayer ...

Loving heavenly Father,

You are holy, glorious, and far greater than we often realise.

We confess that we are sinful and unclean in contrast to you

And that we often minimise our sin

Thank you that through Jesus, our sin is atoned for and our guilt is taken away
Please help us to trust in Jesus finished work, not our own efforts.

And we ask, that your Spirit would make us willing to say, “Here | am, Send me!”
So that we’re ready to serve you in our homes, work environments, places of
education, relationships and church.

In Jesus name,

Amen.



