The King has come
Bible Studies on MARK

St Andrews, Roseville

Term 1, 2026

Small Group’s will follow the sermon series below ...

Wk | Date Mark Topic

1 Jan 25 8:31-38 Identity

2 Feb 1 1:1-20 The King has come

3 Feb 8 2:1-12 Our Greatest Need

4 Feb 15 4:1-34 The Word of God come down
5 Feb 22 7:1-30 Foundations of the Gospel

6 Mar 1 8:27-9:13 The Messiah!

7 Mar 8 10:32-45 Two Ways to Live

8 Mar 15 11:1-33 Let Jesus be Jesus

9 Mar 22 13:1-36 Watch!

10 Mar 29 14:1-31 The Power of True Beauty

11 Apr 3 15:1-39 Jesus bears our judgment

12 Apr5 16:1-8 Resurrection changes everything

NB: Scroll down to find the latest bible study.

May God stir and form our hearts as we encounter his Son, the Lord Jesus Christin

Marks biography.




Mark 1 - Bible Study

For the first week (THIS week), feel free to have a social get together and pray
together. But if you wanted to inject some bible, here is the suggestion.

Talk together about your response to Mark 1 and James’ sermon from Sunday. I’ve
listed a summary of the 5 points. Read through them and share your reflections on
why each point is important and how they impact on you.

From Mark 1 we see that Christianity is ...

1.

Biographical: Christianity is about a person (7:7 ‘about Jesus’) not a
philosophy or set of principles or list of commands.

Historical: Christianity is rooted in real time and space. The word ‘Gospel’
(7:1 ‘the good news’) means ‘Newsflash!’ It is public news about a public
event.

Jewish: Christianity is not the opposite of Judaism it is its fulfilment. The OT
promise was all about the coming Messiah (1:2 ‘as itis written ...). His name
is Jesus.

Universal: Christianity is not just for Jewish people, but the whole world,
and indeed cosmos. The ‘Kingdom of God’ (1:15) Jesus declared is about
the restoration of all things. It is about everyone and everything. It is not
merely private but public and universal.

Personal: Jesus calls US to ‘follow’ him (1:17). How will we respond to the
King’s summons?

Pray together




Mark 2:1-12 - Bible Study

For Starters

o Give examples of having a real need that is not necessarily a felt/presenting

need

Read Mark 2:1-12

1.

As you read, what details stood out to you? Where did you feel any tension
or surprise?

How does Jesus overturn everyone’s expectations? How might each group
have felt?

o The paralysed man and his friends

o Thereligious leaders

o The watching crowd

How can we treat Jesus as a divine vending machine for our external
problems and temporal needs?

Why would announcing forgiveness be interpreted as a claim to divinity?

(V7)

o Dan9:9

o Ps51:4

o Ps103:2-3
o Ex34:6-7

Complete the logic:
o Premise 1: Only God can forgive sins
o Premise 2: Jesus forgives sins
o Conclusion: Therefore, Jesus is ?

Jesus needs to back up his claim to share God’s authority. But before he
proves his claim, he presents a little riddle (v9). Which is easier to say and in
what sense?
o ‘Yoursins are forgiven’
Or
o ‘Getup, take your mat and walk’




7. Why does Jesus heal the man? What does he want them/us to know? V10

2 The key background text for the ‘Son of Man’ is Daniel 7: " “In my vision at
\Nrg night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. " He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and
peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”

The Son of Man is a human figure who shares the very authority of God and is
worshiped by all nations forever.

8. Through this episode, what does Jesus want to reveal to us
o About himself?

o Aboutus?
o What category shifts might we need to make?
9. For many people ‘forgiveness of sins’ is far from their minds, and yet Jesus
indicates it is our greatest need
o Doyou believe this? Why?
o How would you explain this to a friend who didn’t share your

assumptions?

10. Did you resonate with the description of faith as ‘aching in Jesus’ direction’?
What about it appeals to you? What would it look like for you to ‘ache in
Jesus’ direction’ this week?

Pray together



Mark 4:1-30 - Bible Study

For starters
- Let’s start with a riddle: “You throw away the outside and cook the inside.

You eat the outside and throw away the inside.” What is it?

Read Mark 4:1-9

1. What does the seed represent?

2. Whatis the common problem with the first three soils?

3. What does Jesus want people to do with his teaching? (Mk 4:3, 9, 23, 24,
7:14)

Read Mark 4:10-12
4. Whatis the purpose of Jesus speaking in parables? (Jesus quotes from

Isaiah 6:8-10)

5. Inwhat sense do the parables polarise people? What does this reveal about
their heart attitude to Jesus?

Read Mark 4:13-20
6. Which soil best describes your current spiritual state? Why?

7. Inwhat sense have any troubles, worries, wealth, or desires for other things
weakened your resolve to follow the King?

8. What can we do to withstand these influences and foster a deeper walk
with the Lord? What helps you fight these influences and be more like the

fourth soil?

Read Mark 4:21-25
9. The means God has chosen to reveal his truth to us is through our careful
listening. More light will be given to those who lean in and listen well.
o So how isyour listening going?

o What can help God’s word go deep rather than stay surface-level?




10. ‘As we work on God’s word, God’s word works on us’ Discuss.

11. Have you considered signing up to our Lent reading plan?
o It begins this Wednesday and the link is found in the newsletter (or
try this https://standrews.net.au/blog-post/lent-reading-plan/)

Read Mark 4:26-32
12.What do all these ‘seed’ parables teach us about what to expect as we go
about sharing the message of Christ with people?

13. At the centre of the gospel message stands the ultimate seed and light, the
Lord Jesus himself.

o John12:24
o John1:4-5

o Given this, how should we personally respond to him?

A prayerinresponse:
Almighty and gracious Father,
Thank you that what was once hidden you have revealed in Jesus.
Give us ears to hear.
Sow your word deep within us.
Guard us from hardness, shallowness, and distraction.
Fix our eyes on Christ — the Seed who died and rose,
the Light who cannot be covered,
the King who came down for us.
Amen.


https://standrews.net.au/blog-post/lent-reading-plan/

Mark 7:1-30 - Bible Study

For starters
- Inwhat ways do we (as individuals and a society) like to project ourselves as
‘clean’ and ‘orderly’?

Read Mark 7:1-23
1. Share your initial impressions ...

2. Whatis the essence of the religious leader’s objection (v5)?

3. Whatis the essence of Jesus response to them (v6-13)?

4. Have you ever gone through ‘religious motions’ without really engaging with
God? Why do we fall into this, and what can help us to wake up?

5. How can we subtly raise our own ideas/words above God’s ideas/word?
Give examples ...

6. Canyou name any customs/habits Christians have constructed which are
not explicitly mentioned in the bible? When are these ideas problematic
and when are they helpful?

7. Inv14-23 Jesus’ pointis that performing religious regulations don’t clean
the heart. They are mostly external solutions to an internal spiritual
problem. Our hearts.

o Does Jesus description of the human heart make sense to you? How so?

Jesus has described the problem and what can’t fix it! So, what is the solution?




Read 7:24-30

8. How would you contrast the religious leaders in 7:1-4 with this woman and
her daughter?

9. Whatis Jesus doingin his carefully constructed response to her request
(v27)?

10. How would you characterise this woman’s attitude towards Jesus?

11.What about her reply do you think Jesus likes (v29)? In what sense is she a
model for us?

12. Many non-Christians think that Christianity is a religion of rules to obey so
that you make yourself acceptable to God. How could we get across to our
friends the truth of the gospel more effectively?

13. What do you appreciate about Jesus in Mark 7? What is a key take away for
you?

Pray Together



