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BIBLE STUDY 1 - ACTS 6 

 

FOR STARTERS 

1. What needs ought the local Church be expected to meet/serve?  

 

 

2. What should the main mission of the Church be? How can it be lost?  

 

 

OBSERVE  

Before we turn to Acts 6, let’s recap the basic context …  

 

3. What is Acts basically about?  

o Acts 1:1 

 

 

o Acts 1:8 

 

 

! As the gospel has gone out various threats have emerged (external threats of persecution 
Ch 4-5) and internal threats of ungodliness Ch 5:1-11). When you read Acts 5:42-6:1a it all 
sounds positive! And in 6:7 it all sounds positive. But in between (6:1b-6) there is another 
threat/problem requiring a solution …  

 

 

Read Acts 6:1-7  

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked 
in the daily distribution of food.  

2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us 
to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and 
sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, 
a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. 

7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and 
a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
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4. In 6:1 what is the nature of the threat/problem?  

 

 

5. Read 6:2. Are the Apostles above serving at tables? Why do they say this?  

 

 

6. What is surprising about their solution in 6:3-6? 

 

 

7. What are the results? 6:7. What is the key to this continued growth?  

 

 

REFLECT  

8. What ‘noble distractions’ could displace word and prayer from being the central 
strategy for making disciples at St Andrew’s? How can we ensure that word and prayer 
remain central, while not neglecting other important needs? 

 
 
APPLY 

9. What do you think of the idea of ‘every member ministry’? How could you serve to 
help meet the various needs of our Church community? (In word, prayer, or practical 
care?). What would you require to help you give something a go?   

 

 

PRAY 
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BIBLE STUDY 2 - ACTS 6:8-8:3 
 

FOR STARTERS  

1. Persecution of Christians exists on a spectrum from ‘light’ to ‘heavy’, where light may 
involve a snarky remark from a colleague and heavy might involve being physically 
attacked. Have you experienced any form of persecution on this spectrum? What sorts 
of opposition have you faced, heard others face, or imagine in the future you might 
face?  

 

 

OBSERVE  

Read Acts 6:8-15 

2. What is Stephen accused of?  

 

 

As you read Stephen’s speech try to discern how he addresses these accusations …  

 

 

Read Acts 7:1-60 

3. What is your overall impression? Did you find anything related to Stephen’s 
accusations?  

 

 

Let’s see how Stephen answers their charges ….  

 

 

First, RE God’s Temple  

4. What does Israel’s history reveal regarding God’s presence with his people?  

a. v2 

b. v9 

c. v31-34 

d. v39-43 How does this action speak to God’s presence with Israel?  

e. v44-45  

f. v47 … and yet v48-50! (c.f. Isaiah 66:1-2, 1 Kings 8:27) 

 

 

5. How does this historical survey of Israel deal with the allegation that Stephen is against 
God and his temple? Who is really against it? Why?  
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6. If God can’t be contained by a building (in a particular place) and doesn’t require one, 
then what was the point of having one in the first place?  

a. Exodus 25:8 (Exodus 29:44-46)  

 

 

! The tabernacle/temple was a symbol of God’s desire to dwell with and among his people. 
But Jesus replaces the temple as God’s actual presence among us! In Jesus God comes and 
dwells with us (John1:14), and by his Spirit he dwells in us (1 Corinthians 6:19). On the last day 
we will dwell in his direct presence, with no temple required (Revelation 21:3, 22).  

 

 

7. Why is Stephen’s answer crucial (esp v48-50) given Jesus agenda as risen Lord & 
Saviour (Acts 1:8)?  

 

 

Second, RE the Law of Moses 

8. Who was against Moses & the law in Israel’s history? v27-28, 35, v38-40 

 

 

9. Who is against Moses & the law now? (v53) 

 

 

10. What was Moses’ law all about at the end of the day?  

a. John 5:45-47 

b. Acts 3:22-26 

c. Deuteronomy 18:18 

d. Acts 7:37, 52-53 

 

 

11. Can you find up to 4 ‘encouraging’ things that happen as Stephen is dying in v55-60 

 

 

REFLECT  
12. Why should we expect opposition as followers of Jesus? Is he worth it?  

a. Luke 21:12-19 

b. 2 Timothy 3:12 

 

 

APPLY  
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13. Can we learn anything from Stephen’s example about how to respond when it comes?  

 

 

PRAY 

Pray for boldness and love in the face of opposition 

Pray for persecuted brothers and sisters around the world  

See www.opendoors.org.au for suggestions 
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BIBLE STUDY 3 - ACTS 8:4-25 
 

FOR STARTERS 

1. How can it be possible to love your enemies? What is required to do so?  

 

 

! We move on from Stephen (8:1-3) to Philip (8:5). Both of them were in the group of the 
godly table servants in 6:5. However, as keen followers of Jesus, they didn’t’ just wait on 
tables, they also instinctively wanted to share the good news with others. And so, as the 
persecution scatters believers outward from Jerusalem, they begin talking about Jesus 
whereever they go …  

 

 

OBSERVE 

Acts 8:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they 
went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When 
the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to 
what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were 
paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 

9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all 
the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great,10 and all the people, 
both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the 
Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time 
with his sorcery.12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. 13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, 
astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samariahad accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new 
believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not 
yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 

18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he 
offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I 
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 

20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could 
buy the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because 
your heart is not right before God.22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in 
the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that 
you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” 

24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may 
happen to me.” 

25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter 
and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 
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Read Acts 8:4 

2. Why didn’t they stop spreading the word given the trouble it had invited thus far (Ch 
4-5, 7, 8:1, 4, etc, 5:40-42)? What is wrong with them?  

 

 

Read Acts 8:5-8   

3. What is the significance of the Samaritans receiving the gospel? (Acts 1:8)  

 

 

4. Why is this somewhat surprising? See (John 4:9, 8:48, Luke 9:51-56)  

 

 

!  To be called a ‘good Samaritan’ in our context is a compliment. But from an ancient Jewish 
viewpoint there was no such thing as a ‘good’ Samaritan. Jesus parable in Luke 10 would have 
grated on all the ears that heard it, because he makes a Samaritan the ‘hero’ of the story. Not 
even Jewish leaders help their ailing fellow Jewish citizen. An enemy of Israel helps. Love 
crosses cultural and racial divides! Gospel love! Understanding some background might help 
us … In about 1000 BC (1 Kings 12) Israel divided into two halves. 10 tribes rebelled and went 
north (Samaria, 1 Kings 16:24), while 2 tribes remained south in Jerusalem (Judea).  The nation 
of Assyria later invaded Samaria (2 Kings 17:5-6) and deported many of them to Assyria. In the 
meantime, other nationalities settled in Samaria, and intermarried with leftover or returning 
Samaritans. They were thus viewed as ‘half Jews’ at best and despised for their Gentile-like 
practices (idolatry, child sacrifice etc 1 Kings 17:29-41). However, Ezekiel 37 pictures a time 
when the two divided factions of Israel would unite again under a future King. Acts 8 shows the 
first stage of this prophecy being fulfilled. Jews from Judea and Samaritans coming together 
under King Jesus.  

 

 

Read Acts 8:9-13 

5. Do you think Simon was converted? Why/why not? 

 

 

Read Acts 8:14-17  

6. What is going on here? Why send the Apostles? Why haven’t they already received the 
spirit when they believed?  
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! In Acts, when the gospel breaks new cultural ground (e.g. Samaritans, and soon Gentiles in 
Acts 10-11), the Apostles are present to witness God’s acceptance of them by pouring out his 
Spirit in a visible manner. Clearly this is the case given Simon’s response in v18. Thus, the 
Apostles are convinced by God to endorse mission to the Samaritans. This is why 8:25 is so 
significant. They were obviously persuaded enough to get on board with evangelising 
Samaritans!  

 

 

Read Acts 8:18-24  

7. What seems to be Simon’s problem? Is Peter’s response a bit harsh?  

 

 

REFLECT  

8. How can we ‘use’ God to get what we want?  

 

 

9. How do we seek God’s gifts but not God himself?  

 

 

APPLY  

10. Who are our Samaritans/Enemies? What holds us back from spreading the gospel to 
even them? What is one step we can take towards Christlikeness in this area?  
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BIBLE STUDY 4 - ACTS 8:26-40 
 

FOR STARTERS 

- What role do we play in evangelism and what role does God play?  

 

 

OBSERVE 

Read Acts 8:26-40 

- What are your initial impressions about this episode? (Thoughts, feelings, questions …) 

 

 

! Last week we saw Philip take the gospel to Samaria (Acts 8:5-25). According to Acts 1:8 the 
next place on Jesus mission plan is ‘the end of the earth’. And so, it is no coincidence that this 
week we see Philip take the gospel to a very non-Jewish individual. He’s from Ethiopia. He’s a 
Eunuch. He serves the Queen of Ethiopia as manager of her treasure. He’s important in that 
nation, but not in Israel. Spiritually speaking he is drawn to Yahweh, the God of Israel (Gentiles 
who worshipped Yahweh were called ‘God fearers’). He has travelled a long distance in order 
to worship at the temple. However, he would not have been allowed to go into the inner 
temple courts, for he was (a) A Gentile, and (b) A Eunuch (Deuteronomy 23:1). And so, though 
he longed to know God, he worshiped at a ‘distance’. Having spent some time in Jerusalem he 
is on his return journey … and about to experience the best moment of his life.  

 

Read Acts 8:29-31 

- Philip sees an opportunity (admittedly it was God given and obvious!), and he 
responds by asking a basic question to get the ball rolling. v30 “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” God gave him the opportunity, but he had to take it and say 
something! Often God opens doors of opportunity for us (Colossians 4:3). How will we 
walk through that door? What will we say? The opportunity may not be as obvious as 
this one. But if we watch and listen carefully we may spot them. And when we do, we 
shouldn’t underestimate the value of asking a well-placed question to get into a 
potential spiritual conversation. Let’s role play a few simple examples …  

o Let’s pretend that you hear the following comments from someone you know. 
What could you say/what question could you ask that might lead somewhere?  

§ “I went to an old school friend’s funeral the other week”  

§ “Life just isn’t working out for me at the moment”  

§ “I reckon the person who dies with the most toys wins”  

 

 

Read Acts 8:32-35 

- Philip begins with Isaiah 53:7-8 and gets to Jesus. What sorts of things would you have 
said to get from Isaiah 53 to explaining the ‘good news about Jesus’?  
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- List all the things God does to enable this evangelistic moment to take place 

 

 

- List all the things Philip does in this episode?  

 

 

REFLECT  

- How should all this encourage us in our evangelistic opportunities?  

 

 

- “Because God is sovereign in evangelism he doesn’t need our help.” Discuss  

 

 

APPLY  

- “I just let my life proclaim the gospel, not my lip” Discuss 

 

- What does this episode reveal about the desires of the risen Jesus? How can we grow to 
be more like him in this area? What are 2 things you can do this week in response to this?  

 

 

Pray that God would provide opportunities and lead you to someone in whom he is at work  
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BIBLE STUDY 5 - ACTS 9:1-31 
 

FOR STARTERS 

1. Everyone has a different story of how they came to know Jesus. Would a few people 
like to briefly share their stories?  

 

 

OBSERVE 

Read Acts 9:1-31 

 

2. If you were Saul, what do you think it would have been like to encounter Jesus in this 
way? What do you think would go through your mind?  

 

 

3. What is strange about what Jesus says in v4? Who is Paul persecuting? (8:3, 9:1, 13) 
What does this imply?  

 

 

4. What purpose does the risen Lord Jesus have for Paul?  

 

 

5. How can we be like Ananias and play a supportive role for those who risk much to take 
the gospel to everyone they can?  

 

 

6. What evidence of transformation do you see in Saul after his encounter with Jesus? Are 
there changes in your life (beliefs, values, attitudes, priorities, actions) as a result of 
following Jesus? Another way of asking it is, ‘How do you think you’d be different if 
you didn’t follow Jesus?’  

 

 

7. What is the essence of Paul’s gospel message? (v20-22)  

 

 

REFLECT  

8. In 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Paul refers to his pre-converted lifestyle and then reflects on 
God’s grace to him in Jesus. Here is what he writes: 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, 
I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our 
Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ 
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Jesus. 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I 
was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive 
eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

a. What strikes you about his testimony?  

 

 

b. Jesus’ display of mercy and patience towards Paul is said to be an example. 
For who and what?   

 

 

APPLY  

9. How does this story encourage our perseverance in evangelism with those we think will 
never trust in Christ? What caused Paul’s conversion?  

 

 

Pray that we would sense afresh the following convictions that Paul experienced as he 
encountered Jesus … 

- Salvation is by amazing grace 

- The gospel must be preached to all nations 

- Suffering for Jesus is to be expected. And when it happens he identifies with us.  
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BIBLE STUDY 6 - ACTS 9:31-43 
 

FOR STARTERS 

1. Should we expect God to heal us in this age?  

 

 

OBSERVE 

Read Acts 9:32-43 

2. What is similar or even repeated in both incidents?  

 

 

3. Who heals these two people, and how?  

 

 

REFLECT 

4. What are these healings signs of? What is the appropriate response?  

a. Acts 1:1 

b. Acts 3:6, 13, 15-16 

c. Acts 4:9-11 … therefore … 4:12.  

 

 

5. According to Acts 3:19-21 & 3:26 what happens NOW and what happens LATER? How 
does this help with our expectations regarding physical restoration …?  

 

 

! The miracles performed by Jesus during his earthly ministry were signs of his ability and 
intention to bring cosmic restoration at the end of time, as the Old Testament promised (Isaiah 
29:18, 35:5-6, 61:1). Luke 7:18-23 shows that these deeds were designed to point to Jesus 
kingly (Messianic) identity and mission. He alone is the one who can reverse the curse of sin 
and its effects of decay and death, and restore God’s intended order.  The fact that the 
Apostles are performing similar miracles in Jesus name indicates that Jesus is still alive and 
ruling (as Acts 1:1 implies), that the age of the resurrection has begun in him, and he is giving 
previews of the future fully restored Kingdom. The only way to benefit is to turn and entrust 
oneself to him.  
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6. In what sense are the Apostles different to us? Why does this matter?  

a. Luke 9:1-2 

b. Acts 1:21-22 

c. Acts 5:12 

d. 2 Corinthians 12:12 

e. Ephesians 2:20  

 

 

APPLY  

7. How can we persevere when healing doesn’t occur as we desire? How can we know 
that God is still with us, loves us, is growing us, and leading us to glory?   

a. Romans 5:8.  

 

b. Romans 5:3-5, 1 Peter 1:6-7, James 1:2-4, Hebrews 12:5-7.  

 

c. Romans 8:18, 28-30.   

 

d. Hebrews 2:17-18.   

 

 

PRAY 

  



 16 

BIBLE STUDY 7 - ACTS 10:1-23 
 

FOR STARTERS 

1. Have you ever felt separate from others (excluded) due to cultural or racial or religious 
or ideological reasons? How did it impact on your relationship and communication with 
them?  

 

 

! Israel tended to distort the doctrine of election by grace into one of favouritism. They thus 
became filled with racial pride and despised other nations (Gentiles).  

 

 

OBSERVE  

Read Acts 10:1-8  

2. Why do you think Cornelius needed a vision?  

 

 

Read Acts 10:9-16 

3. Why does Peter refuse the voice in the vision? 

 

 

4. Why do you think the vision is repeated 3 times?  

 

 

5. What is the point of the vision? (v28) 

 

 

! Many of the Old Testament laws about cleanliness and uncleanliness were arbitrary and 
designed to teach Israelites the distinction between holy and unholy (Lev11:44-47, Dt14:2-20). 
This part of the law was an object lesson, where certain animals were chosen to symbolise the 
distinction between clean and unclean (Lev20:25-26). We know that all things God created are 
‘good’. And, as Jesus reveals in Mark 7, what you eat actually doesn’t alter the state of your 
heart.  
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Read Acts 10:17-23 

In v20 God’s spirit prompts him to be willing to associate with the men, and by v23 Peter 
has softened to the point of welcoming them as guests for the night. We’ll see how he 
brings the gospel to Cornelius and co next week.  

 

 

REFLECT 

6. If Saul was supposed to be the chosen witness to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), why do you 
think it is Peter who lays down the foundation for the Mission? 

 

 

7. What should we think about these visions? Should you feel ripped off for not having 
had one?  

 

 

! I’ve never had a visionary experience like the ones here! (Although, after 4 cups 
of coffee a little party takes place upstairs). The fact that there are 4 powerful 
visionary type experiences in the space of 2 chapters indicates something is going 
on at this point in Acts.  

- Paul’s experience (9:3-6) 

- Ananias’ experience (9:10-16) 

- Cornelius’ experience (10:3-6) 

- Peter’s experience (10:9-16)  

I think this concentration of extraordinary revelation is to help move the mission 
from the Jews to the Gentiles (1:8). We underestimate how difficult this would have 
been to accept for Jewish believers (10:28). God is giving the mission a special 
nudge to help it gain traction & momentum. Extraordinary visions are sometimes 
required to expand the mission. In modern times we hear stories of people in 
regions closed off to the gospel receiving visions of Jesus.  

 

 

APPLY  

8. What type of people do you find it hard to embrace and connect with? Is it possible 
that we harbour some form of prejudice in our own hearts against certain people 
types? (Ageism, Classism, Sexism, Racism, etc)? What sorts of people do we politely 
despise as ‘unclean’ or ‘unworthy’? Why is it inappropriate for us to hold these beliefs? 
How does the gospel rebuke and transform these beliefs and attitudes?  

 

 

PRAY 
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BIBLE STUDY 8 - ACTS 10:23-11:18 
 

FOR STARTERS 

1. What kind of people do you favour/prefer? Why?  

 

 

OBSERVE  

Read Acts 10:23-29  

2. What does Peter learn from the vision? v28, v43 

 

 

3. Both 10:2, 22 and 10:31 & 35 could imply that salvation is by good works. How do the 
following verses refute that notion?  

o 10:43 

o 11:14 

o 11:17  

o 11:18   

o 15:8-9 & 11 

 

 

Read Acts 10:34-43 

4. How does Peter explain the gospel to them (10:34-43)? List the basic points he covers. 
Is this how you would’ve explained it? Highlight anything you find that is interesting or 
unexpected.  

 

 

Read Acts 10:44-48 

5. What outward signs does God give to show this is a genuine conversion? (v44-48) How 
do the observing Jews respond? Why? What lesson do they learn? (see also 11:17-18) 

 

 

In 11:1-18 Peter recounts for the Jewish believers in Jerusalem his recent experience described 
in Ch 10:9-48. It is a summary version designed for a particular purpose.  

 

 

Read 11:1-3 

6. What is their reaction to what happened and why do you think they felt this way?  

 



 19 

7. In 11:4-17 Peter explains to them what happened with Cornelius. How do his listeners 
respond? v18.  

 
 

8. Why were they persuaded? What did Peter say (and God do) to change their minds? 
Read 11:4-17 to find out …  

 

 

Read 11:4-17  

9. What is the basis for receiving God’s spirit (who brings us the full blessings Christ has 
won for us)?  

 

 

10. Can you think of any ways we can ‘stand in the way’ v17 (both individually and 
corporately as a church, in our attitudes or actions) of God’s desire to reach out to 
everyone around us and beyond?  

 

 

REFLECT  

11. Why do you think repentance is described as a ‘gift’ (11:18 ‘granted’)? See also Acts 
5:31, 2 Timothy 2:25, John 6:65. How does this encourage us in our evangelistic 
efforts?  

 

 

! In Acts 15:1-11 the matter of Gentile inclusion comes to the fore. Some of the 
Jewish believers were teaching that, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” (15:1). And in Acts 15:5 ‘Some believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise 
them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 

It is at this point that Peter gives his authoritative testimony on the matter based on his 
experience with Cornelius. v7 … Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know 
that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, 
therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 
disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that 
we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 

Jews and Gentiles are saved and blessed on the same basis. We are saved by grace 
through faith in Christ alone. AMEN!  
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12. How do you think Cornelius and co felt having received the salvation in Jesus by his 
Spirit? As mostly Gentile people, like them, how should we reflect on and feel about 
our inclusion in Christ? Read Ephesians 2:11-13.  

 

 

APPLY 

13. Do you/we share God’s global concerns for worldwide mission? Why/Why not? What 
small (or big) steps could we make to grow in this area? Why is it important?   

 

 

14. Who in our local area is not on our mission radar? Why not? What ‘next steps’ can we 
take to address this?  
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BIBLE STUDY 9 - ACTS 11:19-30 
 

FOR STARTERS 

-  “There are only 2 types of Christians. The sent and the senders. Those who go to the 
nations in order to share the gospel, and those who send people to share the gospel 
with the nations”. Agree?  

 

 

Acts 11:19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 
Stephen was killed travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word 
only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to 
Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord 
Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and 
turned to the Lord. 

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 
Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught 
great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of 
them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine 
would spread over the entire Roman world.(This happened during the reign of 
Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the 
brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by 
Barnabas and Saul. 

 

 

OBSERVE  

2. What are your initial impressions?  

 

 

!  In Acts 11:19, Luke, the author of Acts, picks up the narrative thread from 8:1-4 and 
recounts another parallel account of the gospel going to Gentiles as a result of the persecution 
of Stephen. He wants us to know that the risen Lord Jesus sovereignly used the threat of 
persecution to grow his kingdom in various ways.  

 

 

3. What is contrasted in v19-20?  
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!  So far in Acts, in order to encourage Jewish Christians to take the gospel to non-Jewish 
people, God has provided revelatory experiences. Stephen required special prompting to 
evangelise the Ethiopian. Peter required a threefold vivid vision to prompt him to evangelise 
Cornelius and co. Paul required an explosive visitation by Jesus to convert and commission him 
to Gentile mission. And here in 11:19 we see evidence of the natural Jewish inclination to 
speak only to Jews. BUT! In v20 some ordinary Jewish Christians DO share the gospel with 
non-Jews without any spectacular divine prompting. 

 

 

4. Why do you think they didn’t need it? In what sense is world-wide mission an obvious 
implication of the gospel? Do we need special promptings or can we sense the need 
from the inner logic of the Bibles message itself?  

 

 

5. Add up all the things used by God in v20-21 to bring many Hellenists in Antioch to 
faith. Is there a lesson for us at St Andrew’s?  

 

 

6. Why did the church in Jerusalem send Barnabas (v22-24)? What kind of a bloke was 
Barny? (Acts 4:36-37 & 9:26-27). What do you think v23 actually looked like in practice?  

 

 

7. Why do you think Barnabas gets Paul? (v25)  

 

 

8. With v22-26 and v27-30 in view, how does the Church in Jerusalem/Judea love the 
church in Antioch, and vice versa … What enabled this culturally odd expression of 
mutual love?  

 

 

REFLECT 

9. What can we learn from Acts 11:19-30 about some basic staple elements of gospel ministry? 

 

 

10. Do any of the elements in this passage fit with our vision at St Andrew’s? (Growing 
disciples of Jesus Christ by outreach, belonging, and maturity) 
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APPLY 

11. Barnabas wasn’t an Apostle, just an ordinary Christian with the convictions of Jesus. 
How can we be more like him? How can we get better at urging each other to remain 
faithful to the Lord? (v23) What is one step we can take?  

 

 

12. How is our global perspective going as individuals and a church? (1:8) How can we 
nurture and grow this conviction and what action steps can we take?  

 

 

13. As you look back over our series on Acts 6-11 share a few things that have impacted 
you going forward …  

 

 

PRAY for our Mission & Aid partners among other things  


