AN AVERAGE
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WHAT IS IT LIKE TO EXPERIENCE
THE MINISTRY OF ST ANDREW’S?
As you read
• Mark up what aspects of the story you see
playing out on one of our congregations.
• Mark up activities that fit into what should be our
system ministries:
Outreach, Belonging and Maturity.
• Think through where you are in this story.
• Maybe you can remember when you were
new to St Andrew’ and reflect on what
your story was as you arrived?
• Maybe you can reflect on how you are
growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ?
• What are some moments in this story
that you connect with?
• Where do you see your gifts currently being
or have the potential to be used in this story?
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AN INVITATION …
MAKE NOTES HERE AS YOU GO

In the course of everyday life – it might be work, sport
or a school or community activity, Joe comes in contact
with a member of St Andrew’s Church.
For Joe, this happened to be during lunch with a
friend at work.
Joe had noticed that this person had recently changed
in their behaviour over the past few months. They don’t
swear like they used to and had become increasingly
kind and considerate of others. Joe even overheard them
offer to pray for someone at work.
This was just weird for Joe, his friend seemed so
different.
So, in the course of their monthly lunches that they
had together, Joe asked his friend about what had
happened.
This friend told Joe about this church he was going to
and how he had come to follow Jesus.
Eventually this conversation led to an invitation for
Joe to come to church on a Sunday.
During the conversation Joe became intrigued about
this Jesus and so accepts the offer to come to church
at St Andrew’s Roseville. After Joe had left, the person
who invited Joe prayed that God’s Spirit might do such
a work in Joe that he follows through on accepting the
invitation and comes to church.

3

THE NEWCOMER…
When Joe comes in the front stops of St Andrew’s, he is welcomed with a
warm smile and a hello at the top of the steps.
The welcomer has prayed before coming to church, that they will be the
welcoming face of Jesus as they serve him that morning. This always helps
them to get in the right frame of mind. The person who invited Joe to church
is also there, to meet him out the front.
They too have been praying for Joe, that he would follow through on the
invitation to come.
The welcomer knows that Joe is new as the person who invited Joe to
church came to church early to give them the heads up that he might be
coming.
Joe is thankful for the welcome he receives, and it makes him wonder if
everyone at church is like this. The welcomer points Joe and the person who
invited Joe to church to the check-in desk.
As Joe moves to the desk, the person who invited Joe accompanies him and
introduces him to the check-in volunteer. The welcomer follows behind them.
The check in volunteer welcomes Joe with a smile and asks for his name
and contact details for a name tag. They enter Joe’s name and phone or
e-mail into our system to generate a name tag for him.
Once the name tag is printed, Joe and the person who invited Joe to church,
then enter into the church where the welcomer is waiting for them. During the
check in, the welcomer had gone into the church building to identify someone
who is a regular member of the church to sit Joe with.
The welcomer is keen to connect Joe with others in the church. As most
of the congregation arrive 10 minutes prior to the start of church, there are
many options.
They take Joe and the person who invited Joe to church to a seat next to a
parishioner who the welcomer thinks will connect well with Joe.
The person who invited Joe also sits with them but holds back chatting
exclusively with Joe as they are also keen for Joe to connect with other people.
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The person who Joe is seated next to is very keen to
welcome new people. When Joe is seated next to them,
they ask Joe what brings him to church. Joe answers,
and seeing that Joe is new, the regular member outlines
what to expect at church.
They explain where the amenities are and that there
will be refreshments and time to chat more after the
service. The person invites and answers questions that
Joe might have.
The person sitting next to Joe, sends up a little prayer
in the quiet of their mind, praying that God will speak
clearly to Joe in church today.
The church service starts and, as always, the service
is excellent. The music is great, the talk was top notch
and helpful in the way the bible is explained. The
question time was engaging, and Joe even understood
the prayers. He almost felt like saying ‘amen’ to them!
Joe especially liked how children were as welcome at
church as adults were. They seemed like one big family.
There were still so many questions that Joe had about
Jesus, but the overall experience had not been as bad as
he thought. So much so, that Joe admits to himself he
feels comfortable here and the people have been really
friendly. He thinks that he might even come back but is
still unsure about who Jesus is and what Jesus has to do
with his life.
The person sitting next to Joe is so outward focussed,
that whenever they are able they keep lunchtime on
Sundays free – just in case.
This is so they can either invite someone new back
to their house for lunch or if no one new is at church, a
regular member they want to get to know or show some
hospitality to.
So, when the service is finished, they invite Joe back
to lunch at their house. Joe is amazed and apologises
that he can’t accept as he already has plans for lunch.
The person sitting next to Joe completely understands
and suggests maybe they catch up another time.
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THE NEW GUY
The welcomer, who first ushered Joe to his seat, finds him at the end of the service
and lets Joe know that morning tea is served after the service every week. They ask if
he would like to join them.
Joe walks to the hall next door with the welcomer. Joe ends up getting separated
from his friend who invited him to church but isn’t at all concerned as the people are
so friendly.
The welcomer asks some more questions of Joe, including ‘how did you find the
service’, and ‘do you have any questions’.
The welcomer also invites Joe for lunch but as he already has plans for the day, Joe
declines. The welcomer understands, but then asks about next week. Joe thinks about
it for a second but is hesitant to commit so he says he will see how he goes.
After a small bite to eat at morning tea, Joe heads home after saying thanks to the
person who originally invited him to church who was chatting with another person at
morning tea.
Joe thinks to himself, you know what, that wasn’t so bad! The people were so nice,
and it felt like a big family at church, and thinks to himself that he probably will come
back next week. He might even go to that person’s place for lunch.
During the week Joe gets a text from church thanking him for coming and inviting
him to connect with a member of the ministry staff if he would like to know more.
The ministry staff have met for their weekly pastoral meeting on Thursday and
prayed for all the newcomers who came to church on Sunday. They also pray for the
regulars who were not at church in person or checked in online for a few weeks. Joe
smiles at the text - it felt a little bit like he had been to an open home inspection, but
it was nice to be noticed in a friendly way.
His resolve about whether to go back to church had wavered a little over the past
week and he started thinking maybe he won’t. That is, until Friday, when he met the
person who originally invited him to church at a drinks function.
He asked him how he found going to church and asked if he would like to come
again on Sunday. In all honesty, Joe had nothing on that Sunday, so makes a lastminute decision to come back to St Andrew’s.
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THE SECOND WEEK
When Joe arrives that next Sunday, he is surprised to
find that his details are in the computer already and
the check in process is smoother and quicker than it
was last week. The person Joe sat next to last week is at
church early again and keeping a seat free for him. So,
Joe sits next to them again.
Joe is pleasantly surprised when the welcomer from
last week, who is not on duty this week, is also at church
early, and comes and sits with them. Joe really liked
them. The person he’s sitting with also remembered
his invitation from last week for lunch. They ask Joe
whether he is free, and knowing that he has nothing on
he accepts the invitation.
Joe is feeling warmly welcomed and thinks it is
amazing that these people recognise him at church and
remember the conversations from last week. This week,
the person who originally invited Joe to church does not
sit with him, because by the time they arrive, they see
Joe sitting with others already and they’re excited that
Joe seems to be making connections. Joe feels that way
too. He really likes the welcomer who seems to want
to have a genuine friendship with Joe, rather than just
doing a job.
During the service, Joe hears about a welcome lunch
coming up and a course that helps you understand
something about Christianity. It was called Christianity
Explained or Explored or something like that…
The person sitting next to Joe asks him after the
service if he had ever done a course like it before. Joe
says no, so the person sitting next to him asks Joe if
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he would like to come to one of the courses. Joe is a
bit cautious and says, let me think about it. After the
conversation, the person sitting next to Joe prays in
their mind, that God would work in Joe in such a way
that he might come along to one of the courses.
After the service Joe goes to morning tea and meets
some more people. He is introduced to one of the
ministry staff by the person he was sitting next to.
They talk about a Belonging Lunch coming up, which
sounds intriguing. Joe thinks to himself, there is a lot
happening at this church.
Joe goes to lunch at the home of the welcomer for
lunch and has a wonderful time. They had invited a
few other people from church that Joe had not met yet.
There were one or two who really connected with Joe
as they, like Joe, enjoy long distance running, cycling
and coffee. As Joe leaves, he thinks to himself – what is
happening here ... I now have a few friends at church ...?
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TRYING IT ON FOR SIZE
Within the first few months of Joe first coming to church, he receives another text from
church, this time inviting him to a Belonging Lunch. He has not been every Sunday
since the first one, but certainly has been to church a couple of times over the weeks.
The staff, at their pastoral meeting, have invited all who have been newcomers at
the church since the last Belonging Lunch as well as those who could not make it to
the last lunch. It is a lunch at the Senior Minister’s house with some of the staff and
other people who are new to church.
He knows the Senior Minister shares a love of coffee and wonders whether the
rumours are true about the coffee he makes. So, Joe thinks it sounds good.
He would like to meet more of the staff and see what really makes things in
this church tick along. He had heard some of the staff speak at church, so it’d be
interesting to chat with them some more.
The person who welcomed Joe so warmly has kept in touch and offered to come
along with him so there’s a familiar face at the lunch if Joe needs it, but Joe feels he
can handle this on his own.
Over lunch Joe enjoys getting to know some of the other new people who have
recently come to the church. He has a great chat with one of the assistant ministers of
the church. Joe thinks she really understands where he is coming from and some of
the questions he has about Christianity.
He hears again about the course that looks at the central truths of Christianity and
thinks to himself that it might be worth doing as it’s not a huge commitment.
They talk about small groups, growing in relationship with each other, giving to
church and ‘membership-like’ things. It was all a bit much for Joe to take in at the
time, but the staff member points him to a bunch of videos on the website about what
it means to be a member of the church. Joe thinks that he might watch these when he
gets home.
If the people that he has met are a reflection of what it means to be a Christian,
maybe it’s worthwhile thinking about. Joe heads home feeling happy that he decided
to accept the invitation to come to St Andrew’s.
A week later, Joe signs up to the Christianity Explored course that is being run by
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the Senior Minister, who he is hoping to get to know better. He really liked
the coffee at the Belonging Lunch. When Joe arrives there are about 8 people
in all who have come including the person who sat next to Joe the first time
he came to church. They have been able to get to know each other pretty well
over the past few months.
Joe came to know that people in the church had been praying for him for a
long time when his friend from work, who initially invited Joe, accidentally
let it slip over lunch. Sure, Joe had heard about people praying for others
before, but it was strange that they were praying for him – but at the same
time it was kind of nice to hear.
The course goes for 7 weeks and during this time, Joe has many of his
questions answered. He is overcome with the grace shown to him by the
Lord Jesus Christ. He understands why Jesus died for him and how Jesus’
death takes away his sin and makes him right with God. He understands
how through faith in Jesus he can be saved. Through the course he reads the
gospel of Luke and Joe is really taken back by who Jesus is; his life, his death
and resurrection. At the end of the course, the Senior Minister asks whether
Joe is ready to put his trust in Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.
Joe really wants to trust in Jesus and although he still has many questions,
he feels he is ready to take a step of faith. So, he prays the prayer at the end of
the course and although it feels weird, it also feels right.
After he prays the prayer, he is a bit taken aback at how excited the minister
is. The Senior Minister reminds Joe that this is no small thing to decide to
follow Jesus. Jesus says following him will mean suffering and picking up
your cross daily.
Joe picked up something about suffering in the course and thinks he will
need to dig further into what this means later. He is glad they’re honest and
feels the weight of making a decision for Jesus. Despite this, Joe still wants to
trust in Jesus. He doesn’t know why but feels something big just happened.
The minister suggests that Joe tells the person who initially invited him to
church that he has put his trust in Jesus and prayed. Joe waits for a quiet time
at work and does so the next day.
The person who originally invited Joe to church is so excited and starts to
call Joe his brother. This does seem a bit weird, but kind of nice at the same
time. Joe thinks to himself, he has a lot to get used to about this. As he does,
Joe also wonders what his other mates at work are going to think.
Sometime later Joe remembers that he didn’t get around to watching the
videos about what it means to be a member of the church, so he does. The last
video suggests contacting a member of staff – his congregational pastor – to
have a coffee and a chat about what it means to be a member at St Andrew’s.
Joe thought the videos were clear, he understood what it means to make a
commitment to be a member of St Andrew’s and wants to take that step.
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DIGGING IN DEEPER
So, Joe contacts his congregational pastor and organises
a time to meet up and chat through the video. Over
coffee, the congregational pastor talks about the vision
of the church. He says St Andrew’s is about Growing
Disciples of Jesus Christ.
That a disciple is a learner and the purpose of the
church is to help people know Jesus and grow in
their relationship with Jesus. To become mature as a
Christian.
He spoke about how the church has a ministry
to the whole family – kids, youth and adults. The
congregational pastor explained that the whole church
has an impact on the next generation.
Church should be a place that loves to walk with
people of all ages and stages, together.
Joe had loved seeing that kids and youth started in
the services with the adults, and they seemed to be an
important part of church, now he understood that was
an intentional decision. Joe still feels that he has a lot to
learn.
It sounded like there was heaps on for kids and youth
- resources for parents and youth group on Friday. Even
a kids holiday program in April! He wondered why there
was nothing like that for him when he was a kid. And
maybe his nieces or nephews would like to come along!
Joe has lots of questions for the congregational pastor,
who has already helped him to understand more about
what it means to be a Christian.
It involves daily repentance and prayer, not just the
one-off prayer that Joe prayed when he first put his trust
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in Jesus. The congregational pastor shows Joe some
prayers from the scriptures and teaches Joe a simple
way of praying, but flags that there are lots of ways to
pray to God.
The congregational pastor asks Joe if he wants to
pray and he does, trying to follow the format suggested
by the pastor but he doesn’t pray for too long.
Joe thinks it was probably not good enough, despite
the encouragement from the congregational pastor who
told him that prayers don’t need to be long or eloquent.
The congregational pastor encourages Joe to get
involved in a small group and shows him on the
website how he can join a group.
Joe nominates a day and time and the congregational
pastors puts him in touch with the small group leader.
It is in this group that Joe meets some more people
and is surprised by their honesty and commitment
as they look at God’s word and do life together. Over
the years, being part of a small group becomes a great
source of growth for Joe. The small group not only
looks at the bible each week, but they also pastorally
care for one another.
When one of the members of the small group was
in hospital, the rest of the group cooked meals for his
family.
Joe had never experienced care like this before - it
almost makes him look forward to a time when he
would be cared for by the group! He finds himself
spending more social time with the group and is
enjoying a new depth of friendship he’s never known.
The leader suggested one week that members of the
group could meet with just one other member of the
group on a weekly basis to read the bible and pray.
Joe though that this would be a great way to grow
in his friendship with another person in the group and
his knowledge of the bible. There was a person in the
group who was not the leader, but seemed to know a
lot about the bible. Joe was keen to get to know them
better, so he asked if they could meet as the leader
suggested. The person confessed to Joe, that he was
going to ask Joe the same question. So, they organised
a time to meet.
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COMMITTING TO CHURCH COMMUNITY LIFE
After six months of being at St Andrew’s, Joe thinks about giving to the work of St
Andrew’s. He recognises that giving to God’s work is an act of worship and he is keen
to see more people come to know the Lord Jesus in the same way that he did. Joe had
been pretty regular to church, attending weekly unless he was sick or on holidays.
He had built a good group of friends around him and really felt like he was growing
in his relationship with Jesus. Around this time, one of the bible readers in the church,
who had become friends with Joe, was chatting to him about joining the bible reading
team in the main church gathering. Joe had never considered this before.
The bible reader explained that there would be training and that he would join the
bible reading team at the service, so if he was sick someone else could step in. Joe
thought maybe he could do this.
So, the bible reader introduced Joe to the team leader at the service he regularly
attended. The team leader organised a time to sit down with Joe and talk through
what it means to read the bible in church.
Joe felt like he could do this so committed to being a part of the team. The next
day he received a notification on his WhatsApp that he had been added to the bible
reading team chat of his service. He liked that this was a team.
Joe was really starting to feel a part of the community here at St Andrew’s.
He was part of a small group, he was involved on Sundays reading the bible, he was
meeting 1 to 1 with someone and he was financially supporting the ministry.
He especially liked some of the events that happened at St Andrew’s like the sitdown suppers, the dinners for 9 and he found the Carols at Clanville a really fun night.
Secretly he loved singing carols - but the camel rides and kindy farm fun for the
kids and spending time with his church family made him feel even more part of the
community.
Unexpectedly, Joe felt the more involved he became with the ministry of the church,
the more he felt like he belonged.
Joe was impressed with the intergenerational ministry and loved being at a church
where kids and adults mixed over morning tea and meals together.
It was a real community of people who actually loved each other no matter their
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gender, background or ethnicity.
Joe felt it was a safe place to bring his friends, even
those who were sceptical or living a life different to what
the bible teaches.
Although these friends might not initially agree with
the teaching, the people in the church were so accepting
of others that he thinks that they would be accepted
here. In fact, Joe wished all of his friends and family felt
the same way he did about Jesus and his church, and
even found himself now praying for them.
Joe could think of many people he knew personally
who would love this community, who needed to know
Jesus and who he could invite to church. However, Joe
was unsure how to invite someone to church.
But because someone had invited him to church,
he was interested in being able to extend that same
invitation to people he knew.
So, Joe started praying about what he should or could
do. To his astonishment, around this time, Joe heard of
training the church was running about how to share your
faith with others. Joe chuckled to himself. Is this how
God works, he wondered?
So, Joe signed up and went along to the course where
he learned how to write his own testimony and use it
as a tool to invite someone along to church, or a church
event. He learned about being watchful as he prayed for
people, in the hope that it would create opportunities. In
all honesty, Joe was pretty nervous about the prospect
of talking about his faith. But as he did, he remembered
that this is how he first came to church and is so thankful
for the person who had invited him. They had actually
become even better friends as a result. They now called
each other brother, even at work. This certainly raised
some eyebrows there.
Joe remembered the new community and church
family he now had and made him feel like be belonged.
He remembered how much he had grown from not
knowing anything about Jesus, to loving him and
understanding the basics of the bible and having a thirst
to know more.
These reflections gave Joe great motivation to want to
see more people come to know Jesus.
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MY NOTES
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