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We are a church that loves Jesus and wants the good
news of His death and resurrection proclaimed to all
people, so that they can believe in Him.
If you would like to know more about following Jesus or
about St Andrew’s, please visit our website www.standrews.net.au

Dear St Andrew’s,
You may or may not be aware that the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia has been
meeting over this past week in Queensland. There has been lots of good discussion over many and
varied issues. However, one motion that was put forward by Archbishop Kanishka Raffel that upheld
the Biblical view of marriage, was actually defeated. That is, it was not adopted by the General Synod.
It seems the overwhelming number of people in the room that desired to uphold the biblical view of
marriage were unable to have their voices heard, as the vote on this motion was done by houses. The
motion passed in both the house of the laity and the house of the clergy, but was defeated in the
house of Bishops 12-10, with two bishops abstaining form the vote. It’s amazing, the power of the
vote of 2 people! The question was put to me this week, “will this impact us at St Andrew’s?”.
The answer is No and Yes. Firstly, no, this vote will not impact us here at St Andrew’s. The
General Synod has not changed the de nition of marriage and nor has the Sydney Anglican
Diocese, so we continue to have this as our basis for understanding marriage. The motion at
General Synod was to ‘rea rm' this. However, the answer is also yes, because it means that there
is now a fracture in the Anglican Church of Australia with 12 Bishops standing against what the
bible teaches and this has the potential to cause Anglicans in Australia to break fellowship with
one another. Not that this is new, the Anglican Church around the world is fracturing due to those
who wish to hold onto the bible as the ultimate authority on matters of faith and those who wish
to depart from this. GAFCON has been established to support those churches who wish to remain
with the bible as their authority and remain Anglican, yet are in a diocese that is looking to depart
from this truth. I attended the last GAFCON conference in Jerusalem in 2018 and am keen to
continue to support those who wish to uphold the truth of the bible.
If you have any questions on this, please do not hesitate to contact me and I would be happy to
discuss my position and desire to continue to build the ministry of St Andrew’s on the authority of
God’s word alone.
In Christ, Mal.
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SUNDAY 29 MAY
10:30AM
Join us in celebrating our new Mission & Aid Sunday - a day when we thank God for all
that we have been given here at St Andrew’s and think through how we can share his love
and generosity with our ‘Mission & Aid Sunday’ partners.
There will be one morning service for all St Andrew’s congregations in the Auditorium at
Roseville College, followed by a BBQ lunch and the opportunity to fellowship across all
services and personally connect with our Mission & Aid partners (previously known as
Foundation Day partners).
We hope you’ll mark this special event in your diary - it’s not one to be missed!

www.standrews.net.au

REVIVE NEWS
Praise God for His work in the lives of our youth members
at REVIVE. On our first Friday night gathering for Term 2
there were 105 youth in attendance. Not only have we seen
God growing us in number at REVIVE but have witnessed
youth growing in their Christian maturity, joyfulness in
gathering together and heart for those who don’t yet know
Him. Please pray for our upcoming Winter Camp, that we
might see the 31 new people who attended our mission
nights last term become members of our REVIVE family
and that God might continue to grow His young people.

Year 7 - 12 Students
24 - 26 June 2022
Kiah Ridge Christian Conference Centre
www.stayrevive.wixsite.com/my-site

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
If you would like to contribute to the general work of St
Andrew’s or the Property Redevelopment Fund, see the
‘About Us’ page on our website or click here.

PRAYER POINTS
For your prayers:
•

General Synod and the state of the Anglican Church in
Australia. Praise God for the work of GAFCON,
upholding the Bible as the ultimate authority.

•

The upcoming federal election, that our leaders and
those in positions of political power will be honest in
their messaging and act with integrity.

•

Mel Bell on holidays for 3 weeks and for Jamie Post as
she leads our children’s ministries while Mel is away.

•

Continue to pray for the children and families who
learned about Jesus for the first time at HUB. We can
be especially thankful…
•

46 out of 76 kids - 60% of HUB kids were
non—church families

•

20 Bibles were handed out

•

75+ people volunteered to help!

Praise God for…
Caroline, a Mandarin speaker with a heart to reach LessReached and Less-Resourced (LRLR) Kazakh Chinese
Muslims came to XC (Ben’s Cross-Cultures training
course). She is keen to do a ministry apprenticeship in
the future, before Bible College. Pray that God continues
to grow Caroline’s heart for the lost and, if it’s His will,
keep opening doors for her to love and serve the Kazakh
Chinese Muslims. Pray that her parents will come to faith.
Iris, a non-Christian student from China who joined
(DBS - Discovery Bible Study). She had lots of questions,
very thirsty for God's Word! Prior to joining, she asked
others 'Are you studying the Bible? Can I study the Bible
with you?' and then proceeded to sign up to the EU, hear
about opportunities to read God's word and met our
euFOCUS leader Vivienne. That’s how she came to our
DBS group! Iris asked whether confession was just a
heart feeling, or whether you need to make up for the
wrong you've done. This made me [Ben] think of
Zacchaeus (whom we read about recently) - so,
Taiwanese Christian 1st Year student, Christina shared
the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) with Iris - showing
how repentance is a heart attitude and actions of
restitution. Praise God for his work in and through
people!!! Pray that Iris will come to meet Jesus, repent
and trust in him, like Zacchaeus, and be saved. Pray that
Christina will continue to grow in her con dence in
God’s Word and share it with other students.

REVIVE WINTER CAMP
Who:
When:
Where:
Info:

MISSION & AID PARTNER OF THE WEEK
BEN LIM - EUFOCUS AT SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

In our family, please pray for Sian as she is under lots of
work stress being responsible for the NAPLAN testing at
her school. Pray for ongoing sustenance and rest.
Financial Update: thank you for your generous nancial
support which makes this ministry possible. The goal for
this year is to prayerfully raise up, under God, another
$10,000 pa in regular, ongoing nancial support. Please
prayerfully consider whether you might begin or
increase regular, ongoing nancial support and whether
you could connect Ben with other people you know who
might be interested in supporting this invaluable work.

Declutter your closets and
support recycling. There will be
a free ‘Clothing and Linen
Collection’ next Sunday May 22,
10 – 3pm at St Ives Showground.
Items collected include all
clothing, except shoes and belts,
and all linen, including quilt covers
and towels, but excluding mattress covers, curtains
and cushion covers etc. Clothing will be sold through
charities or made into new products. Find out more at
https://www.krg.nsw.gov.au/Things-to-do/Whatson/Free-clothing-and-linen-collection
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