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Introduction:
In the series, ‘7 reasons for (re)considering Christianity,’ we heard about universal questions
that are behind the search for meaning and common to every religion. Questions like: What
is life about? What is meaning of life? They are universal questions that we find across
human cultures and collectively they make up our quest for purpose. John said, that
Christianity has a comprehensive reply to each one of these 5 of these questions. However,
he did not have time to go into these in detail.
The questions are:
1. Origins: Is this creation, and my individual life, intended by Someone/Something
greater than myself?
2. Value: Am I inherently valuable, beyond my varying capabilities and contributions?
3. Ethics: Is there an objectively true and good way to live?
4. Redemption: When I fail to live up to my ideals, is there a remedy?
5. Destiny: Will I continue to exist beyond my final breath?
The aim of this next series is to discover the comprehensive Christian answers, to those
questions. After these foundations have been laid, we will think through what impact this
has on our lives practically. This list could be endless, so we aim to focus in term 2 on the
following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Being Missional (This will also be Mission and Aid Sunday)
Sex and Marriage
Work
Environment
Finances

These studies are to be used in conjunction with the preaching program. The best way to
get the most out of the studies is to do them after the sermon on Sunday. In this way, you
will have time to think about the topic, before discussing it during your small groups.
I hope that you find these challenging, encouraging and helpful as you think through living a
wise life according to the truths of Christianity.
My prayer is that God’s Spirit will help you to understand his word, have this impact your life
and through this you will grow as Disciples of Jesus Christ in your wisdom for living for him.
In Christ,
Mal
Psalm 90:12
Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
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Study 1 – Origins
Week starting 25th April 2022
Is this creation, and my individual life, intended by someone/something greater than myself?
Pray
Intro question: What are some common beliefs as to the reasons why humankind exists?
Read Genesis 1-2:3
1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over
the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light
was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first
day. 6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from
water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water
above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was
morning—the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one
place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and
the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let
the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with
seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation:
plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was
morning—the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to
separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it
was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser
light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to
give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was
morning—the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures
of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it,
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and
there was morning—the fifth day. 24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures
according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that
move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God
said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish
in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all
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the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them
and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all
the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the
ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And
it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening,
and there was morning—the sixth day. 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed
in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so
on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.
Read Revelation 4:11
11

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
How, according to Genesis 1, did God create?

Question 3:
What does the refrain “God saw it was good” tell us about the creation?

Question 4:
What does this account of creation tell us about creation? What does it NOT tell us about
creation?

Question 5:
What is different about the account of how humans are made? What does this tell us about
why we are created?
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Question 6:
What does it mean for humans to be created in the image of God?

Question 7:
What is different about the seventh day?

Question 8:
In Revelation, God is praised for not only creating, but sustaining all things. How does
knowing it is God who is behind creation, help us to trust in him sustaining life now?

Question 9.
What is the purpose of creating humans?

Application:
What is the significance for you of knowing that creation has a maker behind it who has
made us for a purpose?
How will this impact your life?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 139:13-14
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full
well.
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Study 2 -Value
Week starting 2nd May 2022
Am I inherently valuable, beyond my varying capabilities and contributions? Do I really
matter?
Pray
Intro question: Who loves you and why?
Read Matthew 10:28-33
28

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of
the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than
many sparrows. 32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge
before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before
my Father in heaven.
Read Genesis 1:26-27
26

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his
own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
Ephesians 2:1-10
1

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who
is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace
you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?
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Question 2:
What does God mean, when he tells mankind to ‘rule’ over the created order? How does
this help us understand our value?

Question 3:
When Christians talk about God’s judgment people often think we are trying to scare them
with something really bad. How does knowing God’s judgment, actually give our lives value
and meaning?

Question 4:
Why does Jesus think that we are worth more to God than the sparrows?

Question 5:
What does it mean for you, that while you were God’s enemy, He sent Jesus for you
personally?

Question 6:
Why does God make us alive with Christ?

Question 7:
What benefits does grace give to us?

Question 8:
How should we live as a result of God’s grace?
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Application:
As a result of these passages, how would you explain to a non- Christian that humans are
generally inherently valuable to God and why we as Christians believe this to be true.

How does knowing this impact your life?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 103:17-18
But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’S love is with those who fear him, and his
righteousness with their children’s children—with those who keep his covenant and
remember to obey his precepts.
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Study 3 – Ethics
Week starting 9th May 2022
Is there an objectively true and good way to live?
Pray
Intro question: Is there an ultimate right and wrong in the world? Who should decide what is
ultimately wrong and right? Why? Who decides these things in our world now?
Read Matthew 22:36-40
36

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the
first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Read Titus 2:11-14
11

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to
say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly
lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is
good.
Read Ephesians 4:25-5:20
25

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbour, for
we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down
while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been
stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands,
that they may have something to share with those in need. 29 Do not let any unwholesome
talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and
anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 5:1 Follow God’s
example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But among
you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of
greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity,
foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you
can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7
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Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with
the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention
what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—
and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: “Wake up,
sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15 Be very careful, then, how you
live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days
are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to
one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your
heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
Who does Jesus give credit to as the ultimate judge of what it right and what is wrong?

Question 3:
From Titus, what teaches us to live upright and Godly lives?

Question 4:
From Titus, what has God’s redemption meant for us?

Question 5:
From Titus, who should determine what self-controlled, upright lives are?

10

Question 6:
Read through Ephesians passage again. Here God tells us directly how we should live. What
are the topics he addresses?
•
•
•
•
•
•
Let people go through and pull out what they can. There is a quite a lot, so keep pushing “Is
there anything more.”
Question 7:
What motivation are we given in the Ephesians passage to live the way that we should?

Question 8:
What does the writer call us to do, instead of living this way in verses 19-20? How does this
remedy help us NOT to live like the rest of the passage?

Application:
What is the Christian response to the question, is there an objectively true and good way to
live?

How are you going to ensure that you are living this way?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 86:11
Teach me your way LORD, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided
heart, that I may fear your name.
11

Study 4 – Redemption
Week starting 16th May 2022
When I fail to live up to my ideals, is there a remedy?
Pray
Intro question: What are ways that people dealt with their guilt in the world today? DO most
people even care?
Read Romans 3:9-26
9

What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is
written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there
is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throats are open graves; their
tongues practice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of
cursing and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their
ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their
eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our sin. 21 But now apart from the law the
righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22
This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24
and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
25
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to
be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.
Read Galatians 3:10-14
10

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11 Clearly
no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by
faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these
things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us
in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
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Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
According to Romans, what are Jews and Gentiles like under the power of sin?

Question 3:
What is the point of the law then. If it can’t make us right with God?

Question 4:
If Romans 3 stopped at verse 20, how would that make you feel?

Question 5:
From Romans, how then can someone become right from God, apart from the law?

Question 6:
According to the Romans and Galatians passages, how does Jesus have the right to make us
righteous before God?

Question 7:
How can we accept this gift of God, given to us through Jesus Christ?

Question 8:
As a result of Christ’s work for us, how should we live?
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Application:
How would you explain to someone how the death and resurrection of Jesus impacts how
you feel about your sin?

Knowing Jesus takes away your sin, how will this impact your life now?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 71:2
In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me; turn your ear to me and save me. Be my
rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the command to save me, for you are my
rock and my fortress.
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Study 5 – Destiny
Week starting 23rd May 2022
Will I continue to exist beyond my final breath?
Pray
Intro question: What are the main theories that people believe happen to you after you die
in this world?
Read John 3:31-36
31

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the
earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He
testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the
words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has
placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever
rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.
Read Revelation 21:1-8
1

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.” 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 He said to me: “It is
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give
water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will
inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts,
the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is
the second death.”
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?
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Question 2:
If we are to know anything about an afterlife, who would be the best authority on it?

Question 3:
According to Jesus in the Gospel of John, what are the options for what happens after this
life?

Question 4:
In Revelation, what picture do we get that Heaven is like? Is it a full picture?

Question 5:
What might the ‘victorious’ language be referring to?

Question 6:
What imagery is used to describe those who do not inherit the new heaven?

Question 7:
What is the second death? (See Jesus teaching in John 3:36)

Question 8:
How would you answer people who think that hell is a party with your mates down below?

Application:
How would you explain to someone the Christian hope of eternal like?
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Knowing this about eternal life, how will it impact the way that you live?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 93:1
The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with
strength; indeed, the world is established, firm and secure. Your throne was established
long ago; you are from all eternity
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Study 6 – Missional (Mission and Aid Sunday)
Week starting 30th May 2022
Pray
Intro question: Every Christian have a part to play in the mission of God. What are some
arguments for and against this?
Read Colossians 4:2-6
2

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which
I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act
toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-5
1

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I
know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling
them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred
most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you
in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4
For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything
about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to
urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift
you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
From our first 5 weeks of studies, why should Christians be concerned about being
missional?

Question 3:
Why do you think Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, wants people praying for him?
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Question 4:
What is the relationship between the way that we live and our ability to speak the gospel
into people’s lives?

Question 5:
What is Paul commending the Corinthians for?

Question 6:
How does Paul urge the Corinthians to give according to what they have promised?

Question 7:
Paul urges the Corinthians to support missional giving beyond themselves. Why is it
important that we support missions in this way?

Question 8:
As you think about supporting Mission and Aid Sunday, last weekend, how do passages like
this help you to think through what you should be giving.

Application:
Living the missional life involves being missional and supporting missions. Should you be
concerned with being missional in these ways? Why or Why not?

It is easy to put our hands in our pockets and contribute towards mission happening far
away, but what would it take for you to contribute your time and effort missionally here in
Roseville? On a short term mission? To become a missionary interstate or overseas full
time?
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What are you going to do about this?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 9:11
Sing the praises of the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations what he has
done.
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Study 7 – Sex and Marriage
Week starting 6th June 2022
Pray
Intro question:
For a single Christian, is it ok for them to have a sexual relationship with someone?
Read Hebrews 13:1-8
1

Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.
3
Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 4 Marriage should be
honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the
sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you never will I forsake you.” 6 So we
say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do
to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.
Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
12

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the
right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You say, “Food for the
stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is
not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power
God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite
them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a
prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But
whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All
other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against
their own body. 19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a
price. Therefore, honour God with your bodies.
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?
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Question 2:
From our first 5 weeks of studies, why should Christians be concerned about sexual ethics?

Question 3:
What does it mean that the marriage bed is being ‘honoured’?

Question 4:
Why might God judge those who are adulterous or sexually immoral?

Question 5:
In Corinthians, we see that our bodies are special to God. Why?

Question 6:
What are the difference between sins committed outside of the body and sexual sins?

Question 7:
Jesus’ teaching on the sermon on the mount in Matthew 5:27-30 teaches us that it is not
just the act of being sexually immoral, but it can be the act of looking lustfully at another
person. How does this impact how we should live?

Question 8:
Are ‘sexual sins’ unforgivable sins?
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Application:
What do I need to change about my life, in order to live according to God’s ways when it
comes to sexual immorality?

If sexual immortality is not an issue for you, how can you help others for who it is?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 119:9
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word.
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Study 8 – Work
Week starting 13th June 2022
Pray
Intro question:
What importance does God place on work?
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12
9

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves
have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family
throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11
and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and
work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
Read Colossians 3:22-4:1
22

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on
you and to curry their favour, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It
is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs,
and there is no favouritism. 1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair,
because you know that you also have a Master in heaven
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
From our first 5 weeks of studies, why should Christians be concerned about the way we
work?

Question 3:
What does Paul mean by a ‘quiet’ life?
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Question 4:
What does Paul teach about the value of working well in 1 Thessalonians?

How might this play out in your workplace?

Question 5:
Paul’s advice in Colossians cannot be directly related to the workplace. However, there are
some principles we can glean. What principles do we see about those who work away from
their employees?

What principles do we see about those who are employers?

Question 6:
For all Christians, where is our ultimate reward?

How does having this perspective impact your work now? What you would teach children
(your own, nieces and nephews, grandchildren) about a good work ethic as a Christian?

Application:
What do I need to change about my life in order to have the right perspective on my work?

How can I encourage my brothers and sisters at church to have a right perspective on work?
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Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 90:17
May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.
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Study 9 – Environment
Week starting 20th June 2022
Pray
Intro question: How does God really feel about koalas, rainforests, glaciers and funnel-web
spiders?
Read Leviticus 25:1-23
1

The LORD said to Moses at Mount Sinai, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When
you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the
LORD. 3 For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their
crops. 4 But in the seventh year the land is to have a year of sabbath rest, a sabbath to the
LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 5 Do not reap what grows of itself or
harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 6 Whatever the
land yields during the sabbath year will be food for you—for yourself, your male and female
servants, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7 as well as for
your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land produces may be eaten.
8
“ ‘Count off seven sabbath years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbath
years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere
on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet
throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family
property and to your own clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and
do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to
be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields. 13 “ ‘In this Year of Jubilee
everyone is to return to their own property. 14 “ ‘If you sell land to any of your own people
or buy land from them, do not take advantage of each other. 15 You are to buy from your
own people on the basis of the number of years since the Jubilee. And they are to sell to you
on the basis of the number of years left for harvesting crops. 16 When the years are many,
you are to increase the price, and when the years are few, you are to decrease the price,
because what is really being sold to you is the number of crops. 17 Do not take advantage of
each other, but fear your God. I am the LORD your God. 18 “ ‘Follow my decrees and be
careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land. 19 Then the land will yield its
fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in safety. 20 You may ask, “What will we eat in
the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest our crops?” 21 I will send you such a blessing
in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three years. 22 While you plant during the
eighth year, you will eat from the old crop and will continue to eat from it until the harvest
of the ninth year comes in. 23 “ ‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is
mine and you reside in my land as foreigners and strangers.
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Read Romans 8:19-23
19

For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
From our first 5 weeks of studies, why should Christians be concerned about the
environment?

Question 3:
In Leviticus, why does God command his people to give the land a year of rest?

Question 4:
Ultimately, who does the land belong to?

Question 5:
How would you respond to someone who said, “But have not the Old Testament laws been
superseded by Christ”?

Question 6:
How does Romans paint our relationship with the environment?
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Question 7:
Some think that because this creation will not last, but we need to keep our eyes fixed on
eternity, means we should think less about our impact on the environment. How would you
answer this?

Question 8:
Does our concern for the environment distract us from loving other people?

Application:
What do I need to change about my life in order to have the right perspective on the
environment?

What is an appropriate Australian Christian response to ‘environmental issues?’

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 24:1
The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it
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Study 10 – Finances
Week starting 27th June 2022
Pray
Intro question: There is a saying: “The last part of a person to be converted when becoming a
Christian, is their wallet”. Why is this a saying? What does this say about Christian attitudes
towards money?
Read 2 Corinthians 8-9
8:1

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given
the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as
they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded
with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded
our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God
also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you —see
that you also excel in this grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich. 10 And here is my judgment about what is
best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the
desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be
matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there,
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
13
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there
might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in
turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: “The one
who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have
too little.” 16 Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for
you. 17 For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much
enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18 And we are sending along with him the brother who
is praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, he was chosen by
the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to
honour the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We want to avoid any
criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is
right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man. 22 In addition, we are
sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that he is zealous,
and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my
partner and co-worker among you; as for our brothers, they are representatives of the
churches and an honour to Christ. 24 Therefore show these men the proof of your love and
the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.
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9:1

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I
know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling
them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred
most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you
in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4
For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything
about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to
urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift
you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. 6
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered
their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed
to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of
the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing
with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to
you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!
Question 1:
Are there any questions or anything you don’t understand from the passages?

Question 2:
From our first 5 weeks of studies, as Christians, why should we be concerned about the way
we spend our finances?

Question 3:
What was the situation of the Macedonians when they gave?
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Question 4:
Despite this, they were able to give generously. How would this have impacted the
Corinthians when they heard this? How does it make you think about giving to God’s work?

Question 5:
What was the motivation behind the Macedonians’ generosity?

Questions 6:
When you give to gospel ministry (Church, missions, etc …) do you see it as a burden? An
obligation? A privilege? An act of Worship? Why?

Question 7:
Paul talks to the Corinthians in verse 11 of chapter 8, he talks about ‘finishing’ the work and
bringing it to ‘completion’. What financial obligations do we have as Christians that we
should ensure is brought to completion?

Question 8:
What is the indication that Paul does not want our giving to cripple us financially?

Question 9:
If you can sum up the attitude that Paul is encouraging people to have when it comes to
giving, what would it be?

Application:
What is your attitude to money? Is it a gift to you from God to be used for his purposes? Or
is to yours, to be used at your own discretion?
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What would it mean for me to give generously? Sacrificially?

Pray:
Spend time praying as a group for this and for individual prayer points

Psalm 15:5
who lends money to the poor without interest; who does not accept a bribe against the
innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.
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